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HAPPY HOMECOMING . . . Six-year-old Billy Hiatt Is
mighty glad to have “Zinnia” back home. The lad’s nightly
prayers and a story in Sunday’s Torrance Herald was the
combination that led to the récovery of the stolen pony.

A Hero’s Ilomeeomtnﬂ

News Story Leads to Recovery
-Of Lad’s Pet Pony ‘Zinnia’

The, nightly praycr'a ,of élx-yenpold Billy Hiatt have been

answered.

The six-year-old boy's pet pony, “Zinnia,” has been found
and returned to its corral at Billy's home, 21502 Berendo Ave.
It was less than two hours after last Sunday's Torrance

Herald “hit the. streets” with a
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Battery Loses
Amateur Status

Making like ackack gun-
ners with .22-caliber. rifles has
brought a couple of teen-age
boys into conflict with the
forces of law and: order,

Nabbed earlier this week by
a sheriff’s deputy were two
boys, ages 14 and 15, who
aye accused of firing rifles
at lowflying aircraft at the
Torrance Municipal Alrport.

A ‘check of planes on the
field by authorities at thealr.
port has turned up no signs

picture ‘of Billy kneeling at his
bedside praying for the return
# ‘his missing Shetland pony

on the Hiatts’ door.
Fony Spotted

“We seen your pony tied up £
in some kid's backyard over
there,”” oné .of:,the hoys: Waved
a finger in ‘a northerly direc |
tion, £ s /

William * Hiatt, Billy's fathei
followed the boys to a lot sev-
eral blocks away. There stood|g
“Zinnia,” lean and unfed. Its
mane had been clipped ana

the distinguishing white hair on
its chest.
Hero's Return

Back ‘at the Hiatt household|

“Zinnia” - received a hero's re-
turn from seven gther children
who are cared for by Mrs. Hiatt,
The children are those from
broken homes, wards of the
gourt, all being raised by the
Hiatts as their own, *“Zinnia"
Was the idol of their young
lives, There was a “welcome|
home" party, a reward for,tha
two boys, and: an even greater
reward for Mrs, Hiatt,

“Billy was so sure his prayers
would be answered that I dread:
ed the day I would‘have to ex-
Elaln why ‘Zinnia' didn’t com e

ack,” she slghep.

T

Paul Diamond Named
HAEC Vice-President

Paul Diamond, owner of the
local Gay Shop, has been elect-

© ed first vicepresident of the

Harbor Area Employers' Coun-
cil, according to Frank 8. Sclo-
ver, executive secretary.

A. J. Moe of San Pedro, K,
W. Spear, and J. N, Blake of
Gardena are the new second,
third, and fourth vi

of damage—testifying to the
apparent bad alm of, the youth-
ful pair,. vy

Depufy M.'L, Kullman sald
he found the two boys firing
ifles toward a plane landing
at the field, Base of opera-
tiens for the antl-aircraft bat-
tery was described as an aban.
doned’ convertible auto parked
in the West Lomita area,

The boys face a hearing in
Juvenile court.
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PINNED DOWN ', | When he attempted to pull another
tractor ‘out of deep mire, Joe O, Cook, 36, of 5450 Tarrance

(Herald ‘Photo)

turned tractor a8 an auto wrecker held 1t from tumbling

"|than 100 businessmen and pro

‘Iwere petitions protesting recent

Blyd., was severely injured last Monday when his own trac-

g e

ehd for énd over on its back pinning him beneath
eel (arrow). Suffering a double break of his right

leg, the injured man had to be dug from beneath the over-

even farther onto the injured man, The mishap occurred
‘on a farm on Henrietta St, south of Torrance Blvd. Tractor
at left bogged down -when it hit a soft hole caused by a
leaking underground water line, The injured man was taken

-to Harbor General Hospital,

Suicide As Cops
Arrest Hushand

An 18.year-old mother-to-be at

(Herald Photo)
ORIENTAL SONGBIRD , , .
Vivacious Chieml Er, populgr
recording star and motion plo-
ture ‘actress of Japan, thrilled
a packed house at the Grand
Theater here Tuesday evening
With her interpretations of na-

suicide by 8
an overdose of Anacin pills late
yesterday afternoon as. police of
ficers arrived to arrest her 20-
year-old husband on a bad check
charge,

Arrésted by Torrance and Re.
dondo Beach poliee officers was|
Tom Hughes, 20, of 221756 Susa-
na Ave. Detective Sergeant Per:
¢y Bennett of Torrance and Bob|
Stone  of Redondo Beach were

in while they summoned an am:|
bulance for' Mrs, Hughes. She|
was taken to the Harber Gen-
eral Hospital, treated, and re-
leased. 5

Hughes was subsequently taken
to Redondo - Beach jail where he!
was booked on six counts of!
passing bad’checks—four in Tor-
rance, two in Redondo Beach.
The checks totaled ‘approximate.!
ly $75, Sgt, Bennett said.

forced to delay taking Hughes|Pedro,

cordin,

Sgt. John Maestri of the Tor-next week, could be- first in the
rance Police 'Department, i

Man Hurled Over
Front Seat, Qut
Car’s Rear Door

So forceful was the impact

of a collision yesterday morn.
ing that the driver of one of|
the cars was hurled over the|
front seat und out the rear
door and onto the pavement.

Yet, the only injury

Red Cross Tops
Quota in Drive

Torrance Red Cross went over.
the top in its fund campaign
here Monday morning and has
now, reached 115 per cent of its
goal, it was revealed by J. Hugh
Sherfey Jr, campaign chairman,

The Commerce and Industry
section of the drive topped the
drive ' with 128 per cent of its

1. The Resi

Jy Joe Frosey Bocaccio of San
Wwas a cut over one eye.

He was taken by a passing mo:|
torist to the Family Medical
Group In Redondo
treatment,

Beach for

The accident occurred as Ron:

ald D, Skaggs, 32, of 130 Paseo|
de Gracia, attempted to turn
onto Hwy. 101 at Pasco de las
Deliclas. He was , uninjured,

goal, ial section has
reached 101 per cent and the
Small Business and Professional
section has reached only 78 per|
cent of its goal.

A total of $13,565 has been

11 Sherfey reported.

A spokesman for the Los An-
geles Chapter reported yester-
day that Torrance stood second
in the Los Angeles Chapter in

B

to the report filed by

chapter.

p of goal and
by the time. the drive is over

of the group, Election of the
leaders followed a recent revi-
slon of the couneil by-laws,

tive and songs. The

' & popular entertainer for Amer-

ican GIs throughout Japan.

16-year-old songstress has been ¢

Good Friday Rites

Unlon Good Friday services will be held at the First
Methodist Church, Carson and Manuel, tomorrow afternoon

from 1 to 2 p.m, it was announced yesterday. Rey, Arthur

B, Bello, rector of the St, Andrew's Bpiscopal Church, will
' be in charge of the service,

Tomorrow’s services will
churches will: participate in the
Friday,

Choirs of the Episcopal and Lutheran churches will pro.
vide choral music and sing for the offertory.

annual observance of Good

low:
Organ Prelude
Crown Him With Many Crowns
.. Rev, Arthur E, Belln
Rev, C. Miles Northrup
Rev. Homer H, Miller
In Cross of Christ I Glory
Rev. Paul Wenske
Rev, Cecil England

Processional Hymn
Call to Worship
Invocation ...

Congregational Hymn
Belected Scripture ..
Call to Prayer and Meditation
Offertory Sentences - Rev, Arthur E. Bello
Anthem ... Were You There When They Crucified My Lord
Sermon (Based on Seven Last Words)... Rey, John L. Taylor
Recessional Hymn ... . Lead On O King Eternal
diction Rev. Arthur B, Bello

be sponsored by the Ter
rance Council of Churches, Pastors of ' several of the citv's.

.
The complete program of sthe hour ong  service fols
8.

&

' A REMINDER 10 PRAY , |
At Plaza del Amo and Arlington
Mayor Mervin M, Schwab, with shovel, accepted the

(Herald Photo)
planted a tree
“Pause and Pray for World Peace.”
tree on behalf of the city,

Members of the Torrance post of the VFW
Sunday as a reminder to
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After Drama in_Sky

Suicide

What weng wrong in the

swers, Here is Roland Sperry's

BY MARV HALL

Roland Sperry’s story |Is
strange in many ways, It is the
story, actually, of two separate
lives, one good, one not so good.
First, let's look at the ‘good”
Roland Sperry.
The good in Roland Sperry is
brought out by his war xt;cord.
He enlisted in the Air Force in
19048, and, according to his best
friend, Bill' Eytchison, who told
us his story, he was a  model
alrman,
He served with the Flying Ti-
gers and took part in the China.
Burma India campaigns. His
list of ‘medals for meritorious
service includes two Bronze
Stars, the Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Good Conduct Med:
al, the Air Medal, and a Pur
ple Heart,
While serving as a tail gun-
ner, a shell blew up In his cock:
pit and a six-inch plece of shrap:
nel lodged in his head, For five
months he lay between life and
death in an Army hospital, He
recovered and received a medical
discharge on Oct, 27, 1045, A sil-
ver plate in his skull is a con-
stant reminder of the accuracy
of énemy gunners,
was a model hus.
band'y Eytchlyon told us. “He
was married for 12 years, had
three childeen, He worked day
and night to buy a home.” While
working in Eytchison's father's
furniture store, he was “One of
the warld's  best  salesmen,”
young Eytchison said. “Then I

Friend Defends

Pilot

What would cause a Purple Heart veteran, d°war hero
who many times faced death at the hands of the enemy,
suddenly decide to end his life by crashing a stolen plane

‘What happened to Roland Sperry, an ideal husband, a
father, and a hard-working salesman to cause him, last Fri-
day, to decide to take the “easy way out”?

life of ‘this Torrance veteran

~pHot that would make him want to throw in the sponge?
What was it that he had too much of-—what was it
that he couldn't take any more?
The Herald editors sent Reporter Marv Hall to find- out,
He talked with Roland Sperry's closest friends to find the an.

story:

AIRMAN SPERRY
« + « Trouble in the Air

ry worked for me. One time I
went on a business trip and put
him in charge of the store, 1
was gone longer than I expected
to be, but Sperry kept the store
running. He d i the m

ign Protest

Strong objection to the city's
plan to relocate the civic cen:
ter on a 80-acre tract near Tor-
rance Blvd, and Madrona Ave.
was volced this week by more

erty owners of the
ness section,
‘ Being  circulated this week

present busi-

City Council action whieh in.
structed the city manager to
proceed with the negotiations -
for the purchase of the land for
,000.
Ploneered District £
The petition stated that the
signers: had. ploneered the pre-
sent business district and t

“|they should be consulted if the

council contemplated moving thé'
civie’ genter. The signers asked
for-a. meeting with the City
Council to discuss the matter.

Signers of the petitign indj-
cated they were not in favor
of the move because it was
unnecessary to shift the loca-
tion of the present city hall
and other municipal offices now
located in the central business
district and that such a move
would be injurious to the pre-
sent sbusinesses and property.
owners,

a

On Agenda H

A spokesman for the business.
men stated they would present:
the signed petitions to the City'
Council so that it would be on
the agenda of the next meet-
ing scheduled for April 14,

Karlier, George W. Stevens, the
city manager, sald that if the
city was to use foresight in
looking. to the time that Tor-
rance would be a city of 100,000
population it should act now to
purchase unimproved property.

“If we wait until we have to
condemn property the cost will
jump 10. times ‘'what it would
cost us now,” Stevens said, He
also said the state estimates’ it
costs 10 times more to buy im-
proved property for freeway.
rights of way than it does ‘to
buy vacant or unjmproved land

“The need for the new civie
center: is not immediate, and_
yet it isn't ‘years and years':
away, But if wn”(arv going to.
get the land we should take:
action to get it now,” he sald.

“As the city grows so will
the staff of city workers. With
these new workers employed
within the central business dis-
trict it is apparent that the
parking problem will be Intensi-
fied many times what it is at
present.” &

The plan of. the city is to
purchase land for future deve.
lopment a city hall, a major
park, and perhaps a municipal
swimming pool, on a 80acre
tract north of Torrance Bivd,
between Madrona and Maple
Aves, | 7

Adult Center
Plans Party -

A housewarming party will be
held tomorrow night at 7:30 to
celebrate the reopening of the
Adult Recreation Center, which
was partially destroyed by fire
a few months ago, .

The center has been newly re-
built and refurnished, and is
ready to go, according to H
M, H‘ayn«s. chairman of the

ey In the bank, paid the bills—
in fact, if it" hadn't been for him
I wouldn't have a store now.”

At one time he was employed
Ay a salesman in the El Prado
Furniture Store here,

THE OTHER SPERRY

Thus we can see that on one
side of his personslity, Roland
Sperry was brave. he vas falth.

opened & store of my own, Sper-

ful, able, honest and responsi:
(Continued on Psae 11)

tee in charge of tomor
row evening's program. Refresh:
ments  will served at the
get-together and celebrants will
be entertained by local talent,
Haynes said, v ;

Other members on Haynes'
committee are Chris Jones,James
Daniels, and Armour Taylor, In
the future, a get-together simi-
lar to the one planned for to-

morrow night will be held every
month, Haynes said,

Property Owners
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